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English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit: The Wiener Debate

His main claim to fame lies with his 1981 book English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit: 1850-1980, which
was a concerted attack on the British elite for its indifference to and wariness of industrialism and commercialism. Although
the commercial and industrial revolutions originated in England, Wiener blamed a persistent strain in British culture,
characterised by wariness of capitalist expansion and yearning for an arcadian rural society, which had prevented England —
and Britain as a whole — from fully exploiting the benefits of what it had created. He was particularly scathing about the
self-made industrial capitalists of the 19th century who, from the middle of that century onwards, increasingly sent their
children to public schools where "the sons of businessmen were looked down upon and science was barely taught".

(read more on Wikipedia)

English Culture has been attacked as selective in its use of evidence and partial in its conclusions; the historians David
Edgerton and W. D. Rubinstein have been leading critics of the Wiener thesis. In Edgerton’s case, Wiener is simply wrong;
the British state and society more generally was remarkably consistent in its technocratic aims and objectives, and in the case
of Rubinstein, Wiener is prone to "industrial fetishism", ignoring the true nature of the British economy during the period
in which he writes, which is that of a consistently growing service-based economy. A standard criticism of the impressionistic
nature of Wiener’s work is that it relies heavily on quotations from literary sources and is barren of any quantitative analysis.
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Rostow’s stages of growth 210914 b mnnannn sady

The Rostow’s Stages of Growth model is one of the major historical models of economic growth. It was developed by W. W.
Rostow. The model postulates that economic growth occurs in five basic stages, of varying length:

Traditional society Preconditions for take-off Take-off Drive to maturity Age of High mass consumption Rostow’s model is
one of the more structuralist models of economic growth, particularly in comparison with the ’backwardness’ model developed
by Alexander Gerschenkron, although the two models are not mutually exclusive.
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Backwardness Model

USSR leader Gorbachev once said “If you don’t move forward, sooner or later you begin to move backward.” The backwardness
model is a theory of economic growth created by Alexander Gerschenkron. The model postulates that the more backward
an economy is at the outset of economic development, the more likely certain conditions are to occur.

The more backward the economy:

e The more likely intervention by special institutions will be necessary to properly channel physical capital and human
capital to industries. Special institutions include banks, as in the moderately backward Germany, or the state, as in
the severely backward Russia.

e The greater the emphasis on the production of producer goods than consumer goods.



The greater the emphasis on capital-intensive production rather than labor-intensive production.

The greater the scale of production and enterprise.

The greater the reliance on borrowed rather than indigenous technologies.
e The smaller the role of the agricultural sector as a market for new industries.
e The greater the reliance on productivity growth.

Gerschenkron adamantly refused to define how backwardness could be measured, but alluded to its existence along a
northwest-to-southeast axis in Europe during its history, with the United Kingdom at one extreme, being the least backward
country at the outset of its economic development, and the Balkan countries and Russia at the other extreme, being the
most backward country at the outset of its economic development, and Germany lying somewhere between the two.

Thorstein Veblen’s 1915 Imperial Germany and the Industrial Revolution is an extended essay comparing the United
Kingdom and Germany, and concluding that the slowing of growth in Britain, and the rapid advances in the latter, were
due to the "penalty of taking the lead." British industry worked out, in a context of small competing firms, the best ways to
produce efficiently. Germany’s backwardness gave it an advantage in that the best practice could be adopted in large-scale
firms.

The backwardness model is often contrasted with the Rostovian take-off model developed by W.W. Rostow, which presents
a more linear and structuralist model of economic growth, planning it out in defined stages. The two models are not mutually
exclusive, however, and many countries appear to follow both models rather adequately.
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Zollverein-Custom Union(1833)

The Zollverein, or German Customs Union, was a coalition of German states formed to manage customs and economic
policies within their territories. Established in 1818, the original union cemented economic ties between the various Prussian
and Hohenzollern territories, and ensured economic contact between the non-contiguous holdings of the Hohenzollern family,
which was also the ruling family of Prussia. It expanded between 1820 to 1866 to include most of the German states. Austria
was excluded because of its highly protected industry; this economic exclusion exacerbated the Austro-Prussian rivalry for
dominance in central Europe, particularly in the 1850s and 1860s. With the founding of the North German Confederation
in 1866, the Zollverein included approximately 425,000 square kilometres, and had produced economic agreements with
non-German states like Sweden and Luxembourg.

Historians have seen three Prussian goals: as a political tool to eliminate Austrian influence in Germany; as a way
to improve the economies; and to strengthen Germany against potential French aggression while reducing the economic
independence of smaller states.[1] The Customs Union created a larger market for German-made farm and handicraft products
and promoted commercial unification under fiscally sound economic parameters. While the Union sought to limit trade and
commercial barriers between and among member states, it continued to uphold the protectionist barriers with outsiders.

DYYYN MNNONNY H999N NYIN

.D»1°3 N)2DN NN DITND YIAND IXRNIN D ,000°0 DMN’AD MTIN MIAI NNNANN  DYAND NYVYN

0N DOV PN, 0N MADNA ANV NP NTIAY IWORY 2T 000 MTIN INNONN - ¥9) 1IN



9 MY

1

2. 70 MNNANNS NP PIMD MTNINN -~ DDNON
The Luddites were a social movement of 19th-century English textile artisans who protested — often by destroying
mechanized looms — against the changes produced by the Industrial Revolution, that replaced them with less-skilled, low-
wage labour, and which they felt were leaving them without work and changing their way of life. Eric Hobsbawm called
machine wrecking: "collective bargaining by riot". It had been used in Britain since the Restoration as, due to the scattering
of manufactories throughout different regions, large-scale strikes were impractical. The movement was named after Ned
Ludd, a youth who had allegedly smashed two stocking frames thirty years earlier, and whose name had become emblematic
of machine destroyers.
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Utopian Socialism is a term used to define the first currents of modern socialist thought as exemplified by the work
of Saint-Simon, Charles Fourier, and Robert Owen, which inspired Karl Marx and other early socialists. However, visions
of imaginary ideal societies, which competed with revolutionary social-democratic movements, were viewed as not being
grounded in the material conditions of society and as reactionary. Although it is technically possible for any set of ideas or
any person living at any time in history to be a utopian socialist, the term is most often applied to those socialists who lived
in the first quarter of the 19th century who were ascribed the label "utopian" by later socialists as a negative term, in order

to imply naivete and dismiss their ideas as fanciful or unrealistic.
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